Dr. Robert H. Reardon was born in the Church of God Missionary
Home in Chicago, lllinois, on April 27", 1919. His mother was Pearl
Horman Reardon and his father, a pastor, was Eugene A. Reardon. The
family moved to Anderson, Indiana in 1919, where Eugene Reardon
became pastor of Park Place Church of God from 1920-1926 and 1933-
1944,

As a child, Reardon attended Anderson Public Schools and worked as
a newspaper delivery boy. He went on to attend Anderson College,
where he received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1940. He received his
private pilot’s license the same year. While at college, he met Geraldine
Hurst of Princeton, Indiana. The couple married in August 1941 and had
four children, all of whom graduated from Anderson University.

Reardon went on to earn a Masters of Divinity degree from Oberlin Graduate School of
Theology and a doctoral degree in ministry from Vanderbilt Divinity School. During his time at
Oberlin, he was employed as the university organist. Then, from 1943 to 1947, he pursued his
career in ministry, pastoring in Loudonville and Kipton, Ohio, and Chester, Pennsylvania.

In 1947, Reardon became an assistant to President John A. Morrison at Anderson College. He
stayed in this position until 1953, when he became Executive Vice President, in addition to
teaching practical theology classes in the Department of Religion. From 1955 to 1957, Reardon
chaired the President’s Study and Planning Commission, which examined the college’s
administration, academic, and physical plant development. When Morrison retired in 1958,
Reardon was elected by the Board of Trustees as Anderson College’s second president. At thirty-
nine years old, he was one of the nation’s youngest college presidents.

During Reardon’s presidency, enroliment grew from 1,003 to 2,008, and 7,000 students
graduated in total. The full-time faculty grew from 54 to 96. Fourteen new buildings were added
to campus, including the School of Theology, Olt Student Center, Hartung Hall, Decker Hall,
Krannert Fine Arts Center, and Rice, Smith, and Myers Halls. An experienced traveler, Reardon
also started the TRI-S Program, also known as the Student Summer Service.

In 1983, after twenty-five years of service, Reardon retired from the presidency and became a
consultant to Christian colleges throughout the country. Already the author of Early Morning
Light, he continued writing books and articles for Vital Christianity, Youth, and Christianity
Today. He was frequently invited to speak at youth conventions, churches, schools, colleges, and
civic groups across the nation, and served as interim pastor for many Church of God
congregations. In 1988, he pastored for one year at Buru Buru Church of God in Nairobi, Kenya.
Reardon was also involved with numerous educational and community organizations.

For his work at Anderson University and throughout the country, Reardon was awarded many
honorary degrees and recognitions. He received an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree
from DePauw University and a Doctor of Laws from Oakland City College. In 1983, he was also
awarded an honorary LLD from Anderson University. He received several other awards,
including the Distinguished American Educator Award from the Eisenhower Memorial
Scholarship Fund, and was named Sagamore of the Wabash by former Indiana Governor Otis
Bowen.

Upon his death in 2007, he was one of the nation’s most recognized, active, and nationally
involved college presidents, and had done much to ensure the growth and survival of Anderson
University.
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Series File Box No.
A.C. Bus. & Prof. 1959 170
1963 170
Charter meeting 1957 170
Development Program - Binford 170
Meetings List & Invitations - 1961 170
Miscellaneous 170
Plagues & Annual Report - 1960 170
Printed Material 170
Report of Examination 1960 170
Work Copies 170
Accreditation Joint Evaluation - Anderson College and SOT: NCA/ATS Nov. 1978 (1) 153
Joint Evaluation - Anderson College and SOT: NCA/ATS Nov. 1978 (2) 153
National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (1) 153
National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (2) 153
Wire: Notice of Accreditation: NCA Report Feb. 1946 (1) 153
Wire: Notice of Accreditation: NCA Report Feb. 1946 (2) 153
Wire: Notice of Accreditation: NCA Report Feb. 1946 (3) 153
Biography Biography 167
Black Students Black Pastors - Feb. 1979 166
Black Students Union 166
Consult. With ChoG Representatives 166
Miscellaneous 166
Onyx Society 166
Buildings Application - EFA Funds (Decker) 162
Appraisals 163
Byrum - Guidelines for use 164
Byrum Opening 163
Campus Buildings - Layout Plans 163
Dates of Completion 163
Decker - Dedication 162
Decker - Krannert 162
Decker - Landscaping 162
Decker Building Downtown - Lease 164
Dedication - Fine Arts 163
Dedication - Hartung 162
Dedication - Invitation List - Hartung 162
Dedication - New Woman's Residential Hall 164
Dedication - Olt Student Center 163
Dress - Olt Student Center 163
Dunn Hall - 1960 163
Extension - Olt Student Center 163
Foundation Proposals Materials (Hartung) 164
Krannert Charitable Trust (Decker) 162
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Buildings Krannert Portrait (Decker) 162
Memorials - Fine Arts 163
Men's Residential Hall - Regulations 164
Miller Chapel 163
Model - Old Main (Decker) 162
Music Hall Fire - 1966 164
Natatorium 163
New Convocation Hall (Reardon) 163
New Main - Construction Problems (Decker) 162
New Men's Dorm - 1969 163
New Old Main - Architects 162
North Tract - Athletic Complex 163
Observatory 163
Presentation to Krannert (Decker) 162
Remodel/Replace Old Main (Decker) 162
Science Building (Hartung) 163
Space Allocation (Decker) 162
Student Union (Olt Student Center) 163
Temporary Facilities (Decker) 162
Trailer Haven 163
Wilson Library 164
Wilson Library Dedication 163
Campground "Founder Field" Lease with Warner Press 160
Campground 160
Dome Raising: Oct 17-18, 1967 160
Executive Council Land Use Agreement 160
Executive Council Tabernacle 160
Letter to Board of Trustees - Smith Agreement 160
Multi - Purpose of Facility (Geodesic Dome) 160
NWMS - New Building - Sewer 160
Old Gym Lease - Land Negotiations '63 - '64 160
Steele Smith Land Negotiations 160
Tabernacle 160
Warner Press - Agreement Athletic Field 160
Campus Planning Academic Programs 161
Big Ideas (1) 161
Big Ideas (2) 161
Big Ideas (3) 161
Campus Parking Study 161
Campus Planning (1) 161
Campus Planning (2) 161
College Properties: Rentals 161
Computer '64 - '65 161
Computing Center 161
D.H.W.D 161
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Campus Planning Highland Park Addition - Lots 161
Johnson, Johnson and Roy (Campus Planner) 161
North Tract and Paving 161
Old Church Extension Building Negotiations 161
Presidential Succession 161
Ten Year Plan, Campus Development - Planning 161
University Idea 161
Church of God Div. of General Service 171
Mid - Century Campaign 171
Committee "Battle of the Budget" Committee (1) 166
"Battle of the Budget" Committee (2) 166
(President's) Study and Planning Commission (1) 167
(President's) Study and Planning Commission (2) 167
(President's) Study and Planning Commission (3) 167
1970 Consultation - Church of God 165
All-board Congress (1) 165
All-board Congress (2) 165
All-board Congress (3) 165
Anderson College Presentation - All-board Congress 165
Col. Robert Masters - Indiana Commission (1) 167
Col. Robert Masters - Indiana Commission (2) 167
Col. Robert Masters - Indiana Commission (3) 167
Commission on Christian Higher Education (1) 164
Commission on Christian Higher Education (2) 164
Commission on Christian Higher Education (3) 164
Commission on Christian Higher Education (4) 164
Commission on Christian Higher Education (5) 164
Commission on Christian Higher Education (6) 164
Commission on Christian Higher Education (7) 165
Commission on Christian Higher Education (8) 165
Commission on Christian Higher Education (9) 165
Committee on Future of Anderson College - 1965 166
Enlarged Executive Committee meeting - Dec. 3, 1965 166
Executive Committee with Board Members - Meeting. Oct 18. 166
Executive Committee with Board Members - Meeting. Oct 18. 166
Faculty Affairs Committee (1) 166
Faculty Affairs Committee (2) 166
Faculty Affairs Committee (3) 166
International Studies Committee 166
Special Called Bd. Trustees Mdg. March 17, 1972 (1) 165
Special Called Bd. Trustees Mdg. March 17, 1972 (2) 165
Student Publications Board (1) 166
Student Publications Board (2) 165
Student Publications Board (3) 166
Trustee Lists 1960 - 1983 Committee Assignments 1973-1983 166
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Series File Box No.

Controversy "Hatful of Rain" (1968) 156
Demonstrations, March 18 1965 156
Demonstration, March 18 1965 156
Gary Puckett Controversy 156
George Kufeldt Controversy (1) 156
George Kufeldt Controversy (2) 156
Hesburgh Letters July 1970 156
Hesburgh Letters June 1970 156
Hesburgh Letters May 1970 156
Oklahoma Resolution (1966) 156
Oliver C. Hogue Controversy 156

Correspondence Arthur Betts 154
Christmas Cards 155
Congratulations 154
Criticism. 1963 - 1972. 155
Criticism. 1973 - 1977. 155
Criticism. 1978 - 1980. 155
Criticism. 1981 - 1983. 155
Dean Russell Olt (Dec.) 154
Frank Zoll 155
Graduate Letters 154
Homosexuality (See Open Letter) 155
J.W. Keen 155
Karl Kruetz (Napkin Ring Donation) 154
Krannert Trust (Donations for Fine Arts Building) 154
Luncheon May 13, 1970 155
Mary Curp 154
Memorial Rooms 155
Miscellaneous 155
Myra Smoak 154
Nina Powell 154
O.C. Lewis 154
Professional Men's Foundation 155
Ruber Wrather 154
Students 154
Tom Werbe (Paintings) 154

Dept. of Health,

Education and 1962 - 1965 178

Welfare
1966 178
1967 - 1973 178
1974 - 1979 178

Endowments 10-Year Development Program (1967 - 1977) 180
A.C. Counseling Service Report of the American City Bureau 182
A.C. Development Plan Proposal September, 1964 182
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Series File Box No.

Endowments Anderson College & T.S. Trust Anderson Banking Company, Trustee 180
Anderson College Foundation Fund 180
Campus Ethos (Lilly Endowment) (Discussion: Wed. Feb 26, 1975) 179
Capital Funds Campaign 1961 180
Capital Funds Committee - Anderson (Request from College) 181
Capital Funds Committee - Dr. Robert H. Reardon 180
Decade of Development 1958 - 1968 Alumni Mighty 1% Program (Plan of 182
Action)
Decade of Development Project 62, Correspondence 182
Developmental Study, Anderson College Oct. - Nov. 1980 182
Donations, Personal 182
F & S Membership Breakfast Meetings (Apr, 69) 180
Fine Arts Building. Major Gifts. 180
Fine Arts Campaigns. 180
Gym - Union Project 181
IRS - TAX (Proposed Amendment) 180
Jernigan Estate 179
Jessie C. Wilson Fund (For Charles E. Wilson Library) 179
Lilly Endowment, Inc (1) 179
Lilly Endowment, Inc (2) 179
Lilly Endowment, Inc - Memorandum to College Presidents 6-25-63 179
Lilly Foundation 180
Lilly Proposal - Science Building Jan 17, 1962 180
Lilly Proposal 10-29-71 181
Lilly Seminary Matching Gift 179
Mid-Century Drive 181
Morrison Hall Donors 182
Morrison Scholarship Fund 181
Parsons College (Fairfield, lowa) (Meeting with LILLY ENDOWMENT) May 8, 180
1964
Preliminary Proposal to Lilly Endowment, Inc 180
Preliminary Proposal to Lilly Endowment, A.C. & Theological Seminary 182
Proposals - Lilly Endowment, Inc. 181
Report to Decker's Family The Decker Memorial at Anderson College 182
Report to Lilly Endowment, Inc. Seminar in Middle East, Summer 1968. 182
Requests for Additional Funds for Old Main Replacement 181
Roy W. Schlinker's Visit 181
Science Building Memorials 181
Seminary Drive-In, 10-23-1976 (and recognition service) 180
Service Report; THE AMERICAN CITY BUREAU Nov. 7, 1961 - Jun. 28, 1962 182
Tax Credit for Tuition 181
Tom Wilson Scholars - Rosemary Austin 181
YMCA, St. John's, Anderson College. Join $ 300, 000, 000 Campaign 181

Faculty Art Department 170
Faculty A-Z (1) 170
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Series File Box No.
Faculty Faculty A-Z (2) 170
Faculty Wives 170
Faculty Women Percentage 170
Fall Faculty Sessions 170
Football Coach Jan. 1978 170
Films "Toward the Light" 159
Anderson College Campus 159
Anderson College Film Contract & Script 1952 159
Goals Goals (1979-1980) 171
Long Range Campus Plans 171
Masters Degree Program 171
Purposes and Objectives 171
Ten Year Goals (1972) 171
I:ali:i:eid:cctatlon Anderson College Application 155
E.F.A. and the Private Colleges of Indiana 156
E.F.A. - Current - 1965-66 155
Education Facilities Act 156
Individuals Donald Boyes 177
Dr. J.A. Morrison 176
Dr. John Goodman & Dr. Hinderliter (1) 177
Dr. John Goodman & Dr. Hinderliter (2) 177
Dr. John Goodman 1981 - 82 (1) 177
Dr. John Goodman 1981 - 82 (2) 177
Dr. John Goodman 1981 - 82 (3) 177
Dr. John Goodman Resolution 177
Dr. Norris (Kardatzke Center) 176
Dr. Val Clear (1) 177
Dr. Val Clear (2) 177
Fred Shively 176
Herrin Dillard 177
Letters to Wilson Family 177
Linfield Myers 177
Linfield Myers "As | Recall" 177
Melvin Hyde 177
Mr. Charles Mansfield 176
O.D. Feree 177
Steele C. Smith 177
Thomas Sawyer 176
Miscellaneous A.C. - Earlham (Africa Project) 178
AAUP 178
Bridge Program (1980) 178
E.A. Reardon's Sermon - Camp meeting 1931 178
Eastern Indiana Association of Colleges 178
Enrollment and Tuition Figures 178
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Series File Box No.

Miscellaneous J.A. Morrison's Book 178
Jerusalem Seminar (Tri-S) 178
Letters from Dr. Morrison's Books 178
Memorial Gifts - Eunice Morrison 178
Miscellaneous Gleanings 1969-1971 178
Morrison House - Estate 178
Use of Park Place Church 178
Warner Sallman Art 178

Oesch "Open Letter” Anderson College report to General Assembly 172

(1980)
Chronicle of Church Relations Activities 1980 - 1981 172
Correspondence A 172
Correspondence: Anderson College Board of Trustees: Trustee Advisory 172
Correspondence: Anderson College Faculty and Staff 172
Correspondence: Anderson College School of Theology 172
Correspondence: B 172
Correspondence: C 172
Correspondence: D 172
Correspondence: E 172
Correspondence: Executive council of the Church of God 172
Correspondence: F 172
Correspondence: G 172
Correspondence: General Assembly of the Church of God 172
Correspondence: Gernal Letters 172
Correspondence: H 172
Correspondence: Hinderliter, Hilton 172
Correspondence: J (or I) 172
Correspondence: K 172
Correspondence: L 172
Correspondence: M 172
Correspondence: N 173
Correspondence: Norris, LaVern 173
Correspondence: O 173
Correspondence: Oesch, Leroy (including the "Open Letter" and Exhibits) 173
Correspondence: Presidents, Church of God Colleges 173
Correspondence: R 173
Correspondence: S 173
Correspondence: Select Committee 173
Correspondence: State Associations 173
Correspondence: T 173
Correspondence: U -V 173
Correspondence: W, Y 173
General Documents 173
Notes: Miscellaneous Unsigned, Handwritten 173
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Oesch "Open Letter" Notes: Reardon, Handwritten 173
(1980)
Resolutions (Various Sources) 173
Select Committee 173
Transcript: Reardon Address to General Assembly, 1980 173
Policy Academic Policies Committee 164
Anderson College Admission Policy 1965 - 1970 164
Policy on Faculty Tenure 164
Principles: New Re-Alignment of Responsibility 164
Remitted Tuition 164
Tenure Document 5/18/76 164
Use of College Bus 164
President's Reports 1959 158
1960 158
1961 158
1962 158
1963 158
1964 158
1965 158
1966 158
1967 158
1968 158
1969 158
1970 158
1971 158
1972 158
1973 158
1974 158
1975 158
1976 158
1977 158
1978 158
1979 158
1980 158
1981 158
1982 158
Reports Commission on Christian Higher Education 170
E.H. Klepinpell Visit 170
Registrar 1964 170
Report of Head Counselor 170
Special Services for Disadvantaged Students 170
Studies in Higher Educations 169
Study on Academic Rank 169
Ten Year Evaluation 170
School of Theology "Blue Ribbon" Special Advisory Committee (1) 174
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Series File Box No.
School of Theology "Blue Ribbon" Special Advisory Committee (2) 174
"Blue Ribbon" Special Advisory Committee (3) 174
"We Believe" Comments on Statement by S.0.T. Faculty 174
Building Fund Campaign (1) 174
Building Fund Campaign (2) 174
Building Fund Campaign (3) 174
Center for Pastoral Studies Inerrancy Issue 174
Dedication: Adam W. Miller Chapel 174
Foundations Religious Studies - June 1972 174
Letters in Response to the new SOT Program (1) 175
Letters in Response to the new SOT Program (2) 175
Miscellaneous (1) 175
Miscellaneous (2) 175
Miscellaneous (3) 175
Museum of Bible and Near Eastern Studies (1) 175
Museum of Bible and Near Eastern Studies (2) 175
Planning - 1972 176
Report of the Study Committee June 1973 174
Seminary Relationships 176
Seminary Relationships (CTS) 174
SOT Goals 174
SOT Projected Missions Curriculum 175
SOT Scholarships 174
SOT Special Advisory Committee 1974 175
SOT Special Advisory Committee Meeting April 18-19 1974 175
SOT Study Committee Meeting Feb. 21, 1972 174
Statistics - Theology Education 174
Study and Planning Commission 174
Study from Pastors (re: Seminary) 174
Study from Pastors (re: Seminary) 176
Theology Transition 174
Visit to Goshen - 10/8/1969 176
Work Session - May 31, 1974 Doctrinal Statements - A.C. Believers 174
Special Occasions 20th Anniversary (President) May 11, 1978 157
25th Anniversary (Wedding) September 25, 1966 157
50th Anniversary 1967 (University) Correspondence 157
60th Anniversary (University) 157
A.C. Choir Europe Tour Summer 1973 157
A.C. Male Chorus D.C. Performance February 5, 1981 157
Alumni Banquet Paintings June 1963 157
Baccalaureate and Commencement Programs 1956 - 1983 157
Commencement 1955 157
Distinguished American Educator Award May 23, 1982 157
Honorary Degrees: Commencement and Baccalaureate Speakers 157
Inauguration October 11, 1958 157
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Series File Box No.

Special Occasions Parent's Day 1959 - 1964 157
Wilson Papers Presentation October 9, 1970 157

Speeches and

Writings "The Early Morning Light" Responses 169
Articles for Vital Christianity, Teacher's Quarterly and Christianity Today 169
Christian Brotherhood Hour Service - 1978 169
Christmas Stories 169
Commencement Addresses - 1957, 1978 169
Funeral Remarks 169
Humor 169
Miscellaneous 169
Some Thoughts to Myself & Other College Servants Oct. 3, 1975 169
Paper Presented in Saga, Japan 1978 169
President's Charge to Seniors 1968 - 83 169
Response to Inauguration as President 169
Sermon for Church of God Convention - Japan 169
Sermons to Preachers 169
Speech - AC Seal - 1959 169
Speech for Indiana Conference of Higher Education 1962 169
Statement from High School Commencement 1967 169
Statements for AC Handbook 169
Statements: Profile for North Central Re-Examination 169

Staff Ball State 1978 168
Ball State 1979 168
Cabinet Matters 168
Cabinet Meetings 1980 168
Cabinet Meetings 1980 - 1981 168
Friday Meetings 168
Hueston Woods 1968 168
Hueston Woods 1969 168
Hueston Woods 1970 168
Immediate Matters - Dean Nicholson 168
Objectives for Cabinet Meetings 1975 - 1979 168
Staff Session 1974 168
Staff Statements 1961 168
Tuesday Meetings 168

TRI-S Advisory Committee 153
Initial Student Summer Service 153
New Guidelines (1973) 153
Summer 1968: 1971 153
TRI - S Projects Summary 1974 153

Trips California Trip - Jan. 1960 170
California Trip - Nov. 18, 1961 170
California Trip - Nov. 1961 170
West Coast Trip - Jan. 1961 170
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Trips West Coast Trip - Oct. 19 - 25, 1962 170
Loans 159
Warner Pacific College
Special Committee (1966) File 1 159
Special Committee (1966) File 2 159
Warner Pacific 159
Warner Pacific College (Current) 1980 - 159
Warner Press Miscellaneous 171
Warner Southern . .
Extension Centers - Junior College Proposed 159
College
New College - Lake Wales 159
Southeastern Extension Center 159
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