
John Arch Morrison was born one of ten children on February 6th, 1893 in St. 
James, Missouri. His parents were Thomas L. Morrison and Mary Beezley 
Morrison. Though as an adult he would go on to become Anderson 
University’s first president and a fierce supporter of education, John Morrison 
the student attended a one-room schoolhouse in his home state of Missouri, 
finishing at the eighth grade. Like many of his peers, farm work took 
precedent over formal education. 
In 1910, he and his stepbrother Earl Martin – future dean of Anderson 
University’s School of Theology – earned their teaching certificates. John 
Morrison began his first teaching position at Wesco School in Missouri at age 
seventeen. He taught in public schools for seven years, six of which were in 

Missouri, and one in West Virginia. 
During Morrison’s first year at Wesco, he met Eunice May Drennen, a fellow schoolteacher. 

They were married in 1912. The couple had four children: Earl Drennen Morrison, Mona Hoffman, 
Dorothy Blevins-Dicus, and Vivian Caudill. All four attended Anderson College. 

In 1917, the Morrisons were invited to become pastors in Delta, Colorado, where they lived for a 
year and a half. Then, in 1919, John Morrison was invited to Anderson, Indiana to become the assistant 
principal at the recently founded Anderson Bible Training School. Though he was not sure he was 
qualified for the position, Morrison accepted, and the family moved to Anderson, Indiana that year. They 
moved into the house known as Morrison House in 1921; the building now houses the Anderson 
University counseling center.  

Morrison taught homiletics in addition to his duties as assistant principal. He assumed full 
responsibility as principal in 1923. When the school’s name was changed in 1925, John A. Morrison was 
elected president of Anderson College.  

During his term as president, he advocated for full accreditation by the North Central Association 
of College and Secondary Schools, even offering to resign if his lack of formal education would 
negatively impact the Association’s decision. He continued to support liberal arts education and formal 
training for ministers after Anderson College received full accreditation in 1946.  

When he retired in 1958 after thirty-nine years as an administrator, Anderson College had grown 
from 50 students to 1251. The faculty had grown from 5 to 50. Over fifty percent of the faculty held 
doctorate degrees, compared to the nation’s average of under thirty percent as noted by Morrison. 

In 1930, Morrison was awarded an honorary degree from Anderson College, as well as several 
awards and recognitions upon his retirement. He received the Outstanding Alumni Award and the 
Anderson Exchange Club’s Golden Deeds Award for Outstanding Community Service in 1958. In honor 
of his retirement from Anderson College, President Eisenhower wrote to Dr. Morrison and congratulated 
him on his exceptionally long service in education. 

In addition to his work at Anderson College, Dr. Morrison was involved with a wide variety of 
educational and service organizations in Anderson throughout his life. He served as Chairman of the 
World Service Commission of the Church of God and on the Board of Trustees of the Anderson Public 
Library, each for twenty-five years. He was also president of the Anderson Kiwanis Club and the Indiana 
Association of Church Related and Independent Colleges of Indiana, and was a member of the Madison 
County unit of the American Cancer Society, the Board of Directors of Associated Colleges of Indiana, 
the American Council on Education, and the Indiana Conference on Higher Education. Henry Schricker, 
former Governor of Indiana, appointed him to the Indiana Personnel Board, a position he held for two 
years. 

John Morrison was a prolific writer, authoring numerous books and writing columns for Alumni 
News and Vital Christianity. In addition, he went on nationwide speaking tours and advocated for 
Christian and liberal arts education until his death on December 23rd, 1965. 
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Constitution and Bylaws of the General Assembly 
of the Church of God
The Christian Brotherhood Hour poster
Workers' Bulletin (November 1912)
Statement of Truth-Extension Fund
"Image" (October 1966)
Instructions for Contributors to the Gospel 
Trumpet

1950-1951
1952-1954
1955-1956
1957-1958
1960-1961
1962-1964
1923-1956
1957-1962
No Date
1920s
1930s

48
48
48
48

Anderson College Anderson College
Anderson College
Anderson College
Anderson College
Anderson College
Anderson College
Anderson College
Anderson College
News Clippings
News Clippings
News Clippings
Programs, Anderson College & Others
Programs, Anderson College & Others
Programs, Anderson College & Others
Programs, Anderson College & Others

1927-1939
1940-1949

1940s
1950s

Church of God

46
46
46
46
46
46
47
47
47
47
47

1930-1933 L (2 files) 8

1930-1933 M (5 files) 9
1930-1933 M (3 files) 8

1930-1933 E (2 files) 4
1930-1933 F (2 files) 5
1930-1933 G (2 files) 5
1930-1933 H (6 files) 6

1930-1933 J (2 files) 7

A-M 1

1930-1933 B (8 files) 2

1920-1929 P-Z 1

1930-1933 C (6 files) 3
1930-1933 D (4 files) 4

File Box Number

Correspondence No Date Miscellaneous 1

Anderson University and Church of God Archives

1930-1933 9N (2 files)

Series Date
John Arch Morrison Papers

Correspondence 1930-1933 A (4 files) 1

1920-1929

1930-1933 K (2 files) 7

1930-1933 I 7

Attire Academic Gown 138

326

326
326
326
326

326
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File Box NumberSeries Date

Correspondence
1938-1941 X-Z 21

W (3 files) 21
U-V 21

1942-1944 A 22
1942-1944 B (4 files) 22

1938-1941 Q 20
1938-1941 R (2 files) 20

1938-1941 O 19
1938-1941 P (3 files) 20

1938-1941

1938-1941 T (2 files) 21
1938-1941

1938-1941 S (4 files) 20

1938-1941
1938-1941

1938-1941 H (3 files) 18

1938-1941 F 18
1938-1941 G (2 files) 18

1938-1941 N 19

1938-1941 L 19
1938-1941 M (2 files) 19

I-J 18
K 19

1938-1941
1938-1941

1938-1941 B (4 files) 17
1938-1941

Correspondence 1936-1937 A-Z 16
Correspondence 1938-1941 A 17

E 18

Correspondence

D (2 files) 18
C (3 files) 17

1934 Miscellaneous 16

1934 R 16
1934 S 16

1934 K-M 15
1934 N-Q 15

1934 D-G 15
1934 H-J 15

Correspondence 1934 A-B 15
1934 C 15

1934 T-Z 16

Q 10
R (5 files) 11

P (4 files) 10

S (7 files) 12
1930-1933 S (4 files) 13

1930-1933

1930-1933
1930-1933

T (3 files) 13
U-V 13
W (7 files) 14

1930-1933
1930-1933
1930-1933

1930-1933
1930-1933

O 9

1930-1933 X-Z 14
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File Box NumberSeries Date

Correspondence

1946-1947 D-E (Martin - Acting President) 30

1945-1946 X-Z 29
1946-1947 A-B (Martin - Acting President) 30
1946-1947 C (Martin - Acting President) 30

1945-1946 U-V 29
1945-1946 W (2 files) 29

1945-1946 R 28
1945-1946 S 29
1945-1946 T 29

1945-1946 O 28
1945-1946 P 28
1945-1946 Q 28

1945-1946 L 28
1945-1946 M 28
1945-1946 N 28

1945-1946 H (2 files) 27
1945-1946 I-J 28
1945-1946 K 28

1945-1946 G 27

1942-1944 M (4 files) 24

1942-1944 R (2 files) 25

1945-1946 C (2 files) 27
1945-1946

1942-1944 P (2 files) 25

1942-1944 T (2 files) 26

1942-1944 N 24

1942-1944 U-V

1945-1946 E 27
1945-1946 F 27

D 27

1942-1944 X-Z 26
Correspondence 1945-1946 A 27

1945-1946 B 27

1942-1944 Q 25

1942-1944 S (4 files) 25

1942-1944 F 23
1942-1944 G 23

26
1942-1944 W (3 files) 26

1942-1944 L 24

1942-1944 I-J 23
1942-1944 K 24

1942-1944 H (2 files) 23

1942-1944 O 25

1942-1944

Correspondence 1942-1944 C (3 files) 22
1942-1944 D 23

E 23
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1947-1951 T (4 files) 34
34
34
34
34

Correspondence 1950 Re: Anderson High School 34
Correspondence 1952-1953 A 35

1952-1953 E 35

1952-1953 C (2 files) 35
1952-1953 D 35

U-V
W (4 files)
X-Z
Miscellaneous

1947-1951

33

N 32
Morrison Hall Issue (1949) 32

1947-1951 O 33

1947-1951 S (5 files) 33
1947-1951 R (5 files) 33
1947-1951 P (3 files)

32

I 32

1947-1951
1947-1951

1947-1951 L 32
1947-1951 M (4 files) 32

1947-1951 H (4 files) 32
1947-1951

1947-1951 K (3 files)

1947-1951 F (2 files) 32
1947-1951 G (2 files) 32

1947-1951 J 32

1947-1951

1947-1951 C (4 files) 31
1947-1951 B (4 files) 31

1946-1947 X-Z (Martin - Acting President) 30

1947-1951 D (2 files) 31
E 31

1946-1947 Misc. (Martin - Acting President) 30
Correspondence 1947-1951 A (2 files) 31

1946-1947 U-V (Martin - Acting President) 30
1946-1947 W (Martin - Acting President) 30

1946-1947 S (Martin - Acting President) 30
1946-1947 S (Martin - Acting President) 30
1946-1947 T (Martin - Acting President) 30

1946-1947 N-O (Martin - Acting President) 30
1946-1947 P-Q (Martin - Acting President) 30
1946-1947 R (Martin - Acting President) 30

1946-1947 I-J (Martin - Acting President) 30
1946-1947 K-L (Martin - Acting President) 30
1946-1947 M (Martin - Acting President) 30

Correspondence 1946-1947 F-G (Martin - Acting President) 30
1946-1947 H (Martin - Acting President) 30

1947-1951

1947-1951
1947-1951

1952-1953 B (2 files) 35
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1952-1953 I 35
1952-1953 J 35
1952-1953 K 35

Correspondence 1952-1953 F 35

1952-1953 L (2 files) 35

1952-1953 G 35
1952-1953 H (2 files) 35

1952-1953 T 36
1952-1953 U-V 36

1952-1953 M (2 files) 36
1952-1953 N-O 36
1952-1953 P-Q 36
1952-1953 R (2 files) 36
1952-1953 S (2 files) 36

1954-1956 B (3 files) 37
1954-1956 C (3 files) 37
1954-1956 D (2 files) 37
1954-1956 E 38

1952-1953 W (2 files) 36
1952-1953 X-Z 36

Correspondence 1954-1956 A (2 files) 37

1954-1956 F 38
1954-1956 G 38
1954-1956 H (3 files) 38
1954-1956 I 38
1954-1956 J 38

T 40

1954-1956 K (2 files) 38
1954-1956 L 38
1954-1956 M (3 files) 39
1954-1956 N 39

1954-1956 W (2 files) 40
1954-1956 X-Z 40

Correspondence February 1956 Eula Wares Issue 40
Correspondence 1957-1965 A (2 files) 41

1954-1956 O 39
1954-1956 P-Q 39
1954-1956 R (3 files) 39
1954-1956 S (5 files) 40
1954-1956
1954-1956 U-V 40

1957-1965 C (3 files) 41
1957-1965 D (2 files) 41

1957-1965 B (4 files) 41

1957-1965 E 42
1957-1965 F 42
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File Box NumberSeries Date

1907-1927

325
325
325
325
325
325
325
325
326

327
327

Correspondence 
(Personal)

1912-1963 326

325
325
325
325

1913-1918
1929-1933
1931

1948-1961
1961-1965
1965-1966

1935-1936
1937-1939
1938
1939-1943
1946

Miscellaneous

Periodicals

Repair Parts Price List and Instructions for the 
Christensen Latest Type Stitcher Feeding Machine
The Gospel Trumpet (August 16, 1941)
Clippings from various Gospel Trumpets

c1930 Unpublished - History of Preaching 52
c1930 Unpublished - History of Preaching 52
1929-1964 Unpublished  - Sermons 52
No Date

1957-1965 K (3 files) 43
1957-1965 L (2 files) 43

Correspondence 1957-1965 G (2 files) 42
1957-1965 H (5 files) 42

1957-1965 P-Q (2 files) 44

1957-1965 M (5 files) 43

1957-1965 J 43

1957-1965 U-V 45

1957-1965 I 43

1957-1965 R (4 files) 44

1957-1965 W (4 files) 45

1957-1965 T (3 files) 45

1957-1965 N 44
1957-1965 O 44

1957-1965 S (5 files) 44

1957-1965 X-Z 45

Personal

7 Bound Notebooks - Diary of John A. Morrison 139

Unpublished - Sermons 52
1930-1965 Unpublished - Sermons - Chapel 52
1932-1963 Unpublished - Sermons - Commencement & 

Baccalaureate 52

1950-1962 Unpublished - Sermons - Installations & 
Dedications

52

Diaries 1893-1965
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File Box NumberSeries Date

1957 or 1958

No Date
No Date
9/11/1965

Indiana Association of Church Related & 
Independent Colleges--Framed loose

Address Book
Political pamphlet "Kennedy for President"
Paper hand written by "M. A. M." about Dr. 
Morrison
Guest Book
Guest Book
Scrap Book

Bibliography & Biographical Sketch 53

1951-1956
1957-1962
No Date
No Date 326

No Date Diary - Additional Material 53

1940-1965 Memorabillia 54

1955 Europe Trip 53
No Date Financial 53
No Date Honeycutt - Sermon Notes 53
No Date

Marriage - Articles: Record of Marriages Performed
54

1965

1949-1970 Clippings 53
No Date Community Hospital 53
1942-1974 Correspondence 53

1930-1964 Unpublished - Sermons to Youth 52
1925-1965 Articles 53

"Notes on European Trip" by Mrs. J. A. Morrison

326
326

326

326
326
326

Memorial Material 54

No Date
1932-1965 Church of God 53

No Date Articles 53

No Date Signature Stamp 55
1949 Photo Plate 55

1920s Teaching Notes 54
1944-1965 Speaking Engagements 54

1929, 1958, 1962 Plaques 55

Personal c1945 Unpublished - Sermons, Preaching & Preachers 52

1964 Certificate of Merit (First CHOG Milwaukee, WI)--
Framed

loose

No Date Pen Knife 55
No Date Door Nameplate, John A. Morrison 55

1958 Award of Honor: Alumni Association, Anderson 
College & Theological Seminary--Framed

loose

Memorabilia 57
Biographies (Binder) 57

1950, 1954, 1955, 
1957-1964

Date books 56

1965 Funeral Memorial Book 56
1965 Funeral Floral Arrangement Records 56
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File Box NumberSeries Date

1962

326

Personal

Program for the funeral of J. A. Beezley 326
Memorial Service for Harold E. Achor 326

Published - As the River Flows - Manuscript 50
Published - As I Was Thinking - Manuscript, pt. 1

Funeral Sermon from Boyce W. Blackwleder for the 
funeral of Dr. Rodney C. Caudill
Funeral Notes for Alma Roy
Various Sermon Outlines by Morrison

326

326
326

327
3/9/1970

327

Installation Service of Dr. Hillery C. Rice 327

Various Newspapers and Newspaper Clippings
Programs 11/22/1963 The Highland Parch Church of God (2 Copies) 327

June, 1958 Alumni Banquet Honoring J. A. Morrison (2 Copies)
327

8/19/1962  Park Place Church of God - Order of Service (2 
Copies) 327

327

327
327
327
327
327

Newspaper clippings about J. A. Morrison's and his 
brother's (T. L. Morrison) death
Items from or about Morrison's children
Teaching Certificate
Legal Documents
Anderson College related items
Service Organizations

1962

2/16/1964 Morning Worship 

1927-1935 Published 49
1936-1938 Published 49

Writings 1919-1921 Published 49
1922 Published 49

Appreciation Service program for Dr. an Mrs. E. A. 
Reardon

326

World Day of Prayer 327
Service of Installation for Reverend Carl E. 
Reynolds

1941-1958 Published 49

1962 Published - As the River Flows - Preface 50
1962 Published - As the River Flows - Correspondence & 

List of Buyers 50

1962 Published - As the River Flows - Typescript - pp. 114 
- 247

50

1962
51

1964 Published - As I Was Thinking - Manuscript, pt. 2 51
1964 Published - As I Was Thinking - Manuscript, pt. 3 51

1923-1925 Published 49

327
6/27/1965 Park Place Church of God - Order of Service 

Printing Negatives for As the River Flows 183
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File Box NumberSeries Date

1964 Published - As I Was Thinking  - Manuscript, pt. 6 51
1964 Published - As I Was Thinking - Manuscript, pt. 7 52
1964 Published - As I Was Thinking - Manuscript, pt. 8 52

1964 Published - As I Was Thinking  - Manuscript, pt. 4 51Writings
1964 Published - As I Was Thinking - Manuscript, pt. 5 51
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